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Issue 4399, March 2014 
 

Next club meeting: March 24th 2014, 7:00 pm, West Creek Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner: by Garry Rife  
 
Howdy Thunderbirds. The weather is getting warmer (I 
think/hope) and spring has "sprung". Remember what 
March weather feels like so put on your windbreakers, 
some rocks in your pockets, and let's do some flying. Bring 
a friend or two or three and introduce them to our terrific 
members and flying facility. 
The field is looking great and flying activity is picking up. 
We've had several visitors the past couple of weeks 
enjoying the new bleachers. These bleachers add both 
comfort and class to our flying site. 
Now that daylight savings time is upon us it's time for 
Training! We held our first Training session of the year on 
Thursday March 13th. Several new folks attended and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. This opportunity gave us a 
chance to talk to visitors about our training program and 
all seemed enthusiastic about taking lessons.  
Since our February meeting lasted so long trying to hash 
out the By-Laws we decided to send the current revision to 
all members for comments, changes, recommendations, 
etc. You should have received a copy in your email box. 
Please review the By-laws and bring your 
recommendations to the April meeting. Our plan is to 
compile all accepted changes and vote on them at the May 
meeting. My apology to those who were unable to 
participate with their "show and tell" items as we ran out 
of time. Please bring your items back to another meeting.  
The SAE event will begin in just a few days from now and 
preparations are moving right along. Ken and Tom will 
have an update for us at this month’s meeting.  

Don't forget the first "SPA West" event of the season next 
month. See Ken Knotts, Gary Alphin, Gary Nelson, or 
Mark Ehlers if you would like to know more about this 
affordable and growing aerobatic activity. You'll have a lot 
of fun and become a better pilot too.  
Hey, the great Warbird event (Terry Thorpe CD) is 
coming up the following month on May 17. This event 
draws a big crowd and great airplanes. You definitely 
want this one on your must attend list. 
Remember, our event schedule is never closed. If you 
would like to add an event please select an open date from 
the schedule posted on our web site 
(http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/). Then attend a club 
meeting approximately 3 months in advance of the date 
selected to obtain approval. Please do not request an AMA 
sanction for the event before you obtain club approval. 
Help is needed on the mowing/maintenance crew and we 
need more folks to step up and become a CD. If you would 
like to do either or both please see a club officer and we’ll 
ensure you get all of the help you need.  
If you’ve discovered that your key to the gate at the field 
no longer works, you need to renew your membership to 
get a new one. A word on gate locking: The last 
Thunderbird to leave the field is responsible to lock the 
gate behind them.  
See you at the meeting on Mar. 24, 2014, same time, and 
same place 

Garry Rife 

President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Tom Blakeney 

 
Hello, fellow T-Birds. I am still deeply involved with job 
related work as well preparing for the SAE event. Doing 
this event from Oliver Alvarado’s perspective as Director, 
responsible to both SAE and Lockheed Martin, is 
interesting and I have a huge new appreciation for how 

much work is involved.  Ken is doing his usual fine job as 
SAE coordinator for the T-Birds and all is looking good 
for the event on March 28-30. I want to thank everyone for 
their hard work in advance. Making this event happen 
requires a maximum effort from the hard working T-Bird 
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volunteers and I want you to know that I am currently 
making SAE, Lockheed Martin and the teams well aware 
of your efforts and will continue to do so through the 
conclusion of the event. 
 
Near the end of the February meeting I proposed that the 
T-Birds allow the smaller class of LMA aircraft to operate 
at our field under a certain set of limited circumstances. 
The vote was held and the proposal passed, but I noted a 
number of dissenting votes. I want anyone who is worried 
about this change in our policy to get in touch with me and 
let me know their concerns so we can do all possible to 
address them. Please email me with any ideas, problems or 
issues that you can see with these aircraft that the limits 
listed below do not address. 
 
In the past, old Thunderbird Field was not really safe for 
this type of aircraft, due to public over flight issues. I 
agreed with that vote to not allow the aircraft at old 
Thunderbird Field. However, our new field is much more 
conducive to the safe operation of large aircraft, with no 
over flight of other people enjoying the park. 
 
To review, the club has voted to allow LMA-1 size aircraft 
(55-75 lbs.) to operate at Thunderbird Field only under a 
very specific and limited set of circumstances. Here are the 
limits: 
 

• LMA-1 aircraft will be allowed to fly during 
sanctioned events only.  

• LMA-1 aircraft will only be allowed to fly in an 
event at the discretion of the Contest Director, 
who has the right to deny any LMA-1 aircraft the 
right to fly in his event if he feels it, would be 
unsafe or unwise for any reason. 

• There will be no routine flying or test flying of 
LMA-1 aircraft at the field when there is not an 
event taking place. 

• No test flights of LMA-1 aircraft will be allowed 
before an event starts. The aircraft must be 
properly certified via the AMA procedure and test 
flown elsewhere before being allowed to fly in one 
of our events. 

 
The reality is that there are several well proven LMA-1 
aircraft in the DFW area that are regularly flown at scale 
and warbird events. These aircraft are also routinely flown 
at other flying sites without any problem. These large scale 
aircraft that would be very likely to turn up for our great 
Warbird event, if we would allow them to fly, which is the 
core reason for making this change in our rules. Warbirds 
over Benbrook is one of our star events and this 
accommodation will help make it even better. I predict this 
event is the only one that we would see this type of aircraft 
at. 
 
In the future, we may consider revising this rule again to 
allow LMA-1 aircraft to fly at our field regularly, as they 
are allowed at nearly every other major flying site that I 
know of in the DFW area. It was reported to me that we 
now have a member building an LMA-1 class aircraft and 
that is worth thinking about. My feeling is that if the AMA 
has a procedure to insure them and regulate them, we 
should certainly allow them at certain special events. This 
is a good way to take some small steps to see how the 
LMA-1 aircraft will fit our current field.  
 
I hope these details help convey the details so that all club 
members understand the issue completely. 
 
That is about it for this month. I have been working with 
Joe Jopling on an interesting meeting program that we 
schedule soon.  

 

Tom Blakeney 

Vice president, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

February Meeting Minutes: by Tab Bowland 

 
Meeting Called to order at 7PM by President Garry Rife 
 
Welcome to visitors Paul Rowls and Nolan Henry, guest of 
Chad Frazer 
 
Reports: 
 
Vice President: Tom Blakeney - No Report 
 
Treasurer: Gary Alphin - Gary reported that the club is in 
good standing. As of this meeting we had 150 members, 
down approximately 15% from last year. If you have not 
renewed your membership for 2014 please do so.  

 
Secretary: Tab Bowland - Passed on information to the 
club that Bear Creek Campground will be closed for the 
2014 season. 
 
Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers - Steve asked members 
present, as to who has ever had a mid-air collision? Steve 
noted that in special events and competitions that a spotter 
is required. As a message to the club for safety it’s always 
a good idea to have a spotter present when flying especially 
if there are multiple flyers.  
Tom Blakeney passed on a word of advice to all who use 
computer radios; Let your radio completely boot up and 
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do not turn it off during this process as it could cause a 
bad syncing with the model. 
 
Newsletter: Woody Lake - If you are not getting your 
newsletter please contact Woody. Thank you to all who 
submitted photo’s of winter projects. 
 
President: Garry Rife - Recently there have been a few 
occasions that the gate at the entrance to Joe Joplin Lane 
has been found unlocked. As a reminder to all club 
members, the last Thunderbird out is responsible for 
making sure that all non club members are out, and that 
the gate is locked.  
 
Events: 
No events this past month 
 
Old Business: 
 
Event Schedule: There was a discussion with members 
present about when to schedule your event for the coming 
year and if the club should look into having an events 
coordinator. Many suggestions were made as to how to do 
this properly. The club members present were asked to 
think about the suggestion made with more discussion to 
be made at the next scheduled meeting. 
 
Paint Stripping: Steve Ehlers updated the club on the bids 
received for the parking lot stripping. There was also a 
discussion brought to the club as to whether or not we 
need handicap parking spaces and if so, how many. More 
details on this to be discussed next meeting. 
 
Bleachers: The club is pleased to announce that we now 
have bleachers for both the North and South end of the 
field. THANK YOU to Joe Jopling for his help in getting 
this done. 
 
Bylaws Review: Ken Knotts began a review of the revised 
bylaws to the club. Several issues and changes were 
discussed with 2 motions made and both motions passed. 
More review and discussion of Bylaws to be made at next 
meeting. 
 
Mowing Crew: More volunteers are needed to help 
maintain our field. If you would like to help please contact 
a club officer. 
 
Contest Directors: The club is in need of more contest 
directors. Please contact a club officer if you are interested 
in becoming a contest director. 

 
SAE Event: Tom and Ken briefed the club on updates to 
the up-coming event. As of the February meeting we have 
39 members who have volunteered to help. If you would 
like to help please email Ken at kenknotts826@gmail.com 
and provide him with the dates you are available. 
All members wishing to help with the inspection of aircraft 
on Friday March 28th must attend the inspectors training 
class on Saturday March the 22nd from 11:00AM to 
approx. 3:30 PM at Spring Creek BBQ on W. Camp 
Bowie. After the inspectors class a brief flight line judge 
meeting will follow. The inspection of aircraft for the event 
will be held on Friday March the 28th at Venue 510 in 
Burleson. The address is 510 SW Wilshire Blvd, Burleson 
TX. 76028.  
If you have any questions please contact Tom Blakeney or 
Ken Knotts. 
 
New Business: 
 
F.P.V.:  discussion of F.P.V. aircraft was brought up to the 
membership present. Garry Rife research the legalities 
and presented to the club 2 documents on the subject. 
More info needs to be gathered and will be presented at a 
later meeting. 
 
Large model aircraft (LMA): A discussion was brought to 
the club members about the flying of LMA category one 
aircraft at the field. After much discussion a motion was 
made by Tom Blakeney and seconded by Gary Nelson to 
allow LMA category one aircraft to fly at Thunderbird 
field on special events with the contest directors approval 
and providing that the plane has all the proper AMA 
documentation. Motion passed. 
 
No Show N Tell this meeting. 
 
Raffle: 
 
BR-3000 Battery checker – Dennis Niles 
Z bend pliers – Ed Kettler 
6-volt 2000Mah battery – Tab Bowland 
6-cell voltmeter – Ed Kettler 
Tool set – Kip Niles 
Tool set – Dennis Niles 
Bottle of C.A. glue kicker – Sid Jenkins 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:00 pm 

 

Tab Bowland 

Secretary, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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Treasurers’ Report: by Gary Alphin 
 

 

Membership Update: Currently membership is at 154, 
down a bit from last year at this time (11%). Thanks to all 
for joining as it’s the membership which affords us to keep 
this beautiful flying site leased and maintained! 
 
Ours is one of the finest flying sites in the country because 
in part to dues paying club members. I say all this because 

there are several individuals who were club members in the 
past, have not renewed their membership this year, but are 
still flying at our site. If you are one of these individuals 
please pay your dues that all may continue to enjoy our 
facility.  

 

Gary Alphin 
Treasurer, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

Tips 
 
Balance your prop 
 
 “Do you need to balance your prop?” the quick answer is 
always “Yes!” A properly balanced prop will give you more 
rpm from gas, glow and electric engines and reduce 
vibration minimizing wear and tear on your aircraft. No 
matter which balancer you use, the balancing procedure 
will be the same. 
 

1: HOLE SIZING 

 
The first step is to enlarge the shaft hole using a good prop 
hand reamer to a size that fits your engine.  
 

2: FINDING THE HEAVY BLADE 

 
Place the prop on the balancer in the horizontal position to 
find out which side has the heavy blade. 
 

 

 
 
 
3: REMOVING MATERIAL 

 
Lighten the heavy blade until the propeller balances close 
to the horizontal position. Use a razor blade or sand paper 
to remove small amounts while rechecking balance. Wipe 
off any dust or shavings before re-checking the balance. 
 

4: ADDING MATERIAL 

 
Add clear spray paint or thin CA glue with a little kicker to 
the light side of the blade until it balances horizontally. Use 
a fast drying paint and wait until it is dry, because it will be 
a little lighter when dry.  
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5: PRELIMINARY BALANCE 

 
Once the heavy blade is identified and the prop balanced 
level or within five to 10 degrees in the horizontal plane you 

can move to the next step. 
 

6: HUB BALANCING 

 
Place the heavy blade down so the prop is sitting in a 
vertical position. Check to see which way the prop wants to 
drop towards horizontal, whichever way it drops, you will 
need to add some thick CA and kicker to the opposite side 
so that the prop can balance in the vertical position. 
 

7: FINAL BALANCE 

 
Now move the prop to any position and see if it stays there, 
if it does then you have a balanced prop. If not, adjust the 
amount of CA on the hub by adding or sanding until it 
does. You may also have to adjust the blade weight to fine-
tune the balance. 

 
After balanced mark the prop so you know it is ready for 
flight.  
 
Author: John Reed is Model Aircraft News West Coast 
senior editor.

Members 
The following photos were taken March 9th at the field. 
 

 
Bill Vogeley’s P-39 Aircobra         Woody Lake’s Overweight Stearman       Terry Thorpe with New Trainer 
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Scale 
 
This month focuses on Bill Steffes impressive Douglas SBD Dauntless dive-bomber. Bill has entered in the Top Gun Team 
Scale category and will be competing with the SBD’s designer Nick Ziroli Sr., as his Team pilot. Built completely from Nick 
Ziroli plans, the Dauntless is powered by a Brison 75cc gas engine, and is equipped with Futaba radio gear. The Pacific 
WW II warbird is made completely from balsa and plywood, and then covered with fiberglass cloth and resin. Lots of 
sanding and priming gives Bill’s dive-bomber a great finish for all the details to be added. 

 
The SBD is detailed inside and out and also features Robart retractable landing gear with Sullivan tires and Ziroli 
aluminum hubs. The Dauntless has a full ticket for mechanical features including, a functional bomb drop with swing-out 
arms, flaps and dive brakes. The 1/5-scale dive-bomber weighs in at about 32 pounds. 

 
Article provided by Gerry Yarrish Senior Technical Editor Model Airplane News and Electric Flight. 
 

Bleachers 
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Member’s Projects 
 
Received the following from Ed Furche 
 

 
 

Mystery TBird 
 

"Here I am in 1971 at the Botanic gardens with an EK 
radio and two National Trophies; 2nd place B Pattern and 
Best Senior B pattern. Who am I? ". Guess the 
Thunderbird at the March meeting.  Winner will be 
awarded a $10 gift certificate from J.T. Hobbies. 
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SAFETY CORNER 
This month I would like to reinforce the need to do an Annual Inspection on your aircraft. Just like doing your 
"Preflight Inspection" before your flying session looking for obvious external issues, an "Annual Inspection" is more 
focused on the internal parts of your aircraft. 
Insure: glue joints are tight and have not loosened; internal linkages have no slop, and if necessary replace those 
defective components; hinges are not cracked, torn, or loosened; servo, engine mounting hardware/mounts are not 
cracked or loose. Check your Fuel system for obvious signs of tubing deterioration, tanks leaking,  
and pickup tubing in the tanks. Don't forget the batteries and switches .Some believe in replacing batteries annually 
even when your discharge rates are OK . Since Electric aircraft usually have less Vibration than glow or gassers, fewer 
things tend to loosen, but double check any fastener just in case. 
 
Many of you have heard about Mark's recent crash and it appears that if the receiver and servo connections on that 
plane had been closely looked at this winter off session, this crash may not have happened. Green Oxide corrosion was 
found inside the Hitec servo lead connections, causing an intermittent elevator servo connection. I'm going to 
recommend using dielectric grease on those connections that are not Gold Plated for this reason. I have seen this in the 
past on a personal 72 MHz receiver and I can only speculate when it is most likely to occur. Remember common sense 
and replace anything questionable that may cause an issue. A small amount of money in preventative maintenance is a 
Lot cheaper than losing your aircraft completely.  
 
See ya at the Meeting! 
  
Steve Ehlers 
Safetycoordinator@fwthunderbirds.org 

 

 

THUNDERBIRD 2014 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 

 
March 28-29-30  SAE      Tom Blakeney 
 
April 26   Senior Pattern (Saturday)   Ken Knotts/Gary Alphin 
 
May 17   Warbird Fly-In (Saturday)   Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
 
June 7-8   Texas Scale Masters Qualifier   Lawrence Harville 
 
June 8   Weatherford Float Fly    Mark Cavitt brotherodie@hotmail.com 
 
June 13-15  Warbirds Over Texas    North Dallas RC Club 
 
June 18   Old Farts Four Stroke Fly-In   Chuck McLeroy 
 
July 4   Club Picnic     Officers 
 
August 2   Summer Fly     Tab Bowland 
 
September 27-28  Senior Pattern     Ken Knotts/Gary Alphin 
 
October 15  Q500 Race 
 
October 25-26  IMAC 
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November  1  Tex Electric eXpo    Tom Blakeney 
 
November 8  Winter Float Fly    Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
 
November 22  Toys for Tots     Steve Ehlers 
 
December   Christmas Party 

  

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Garry Rife              

E-Mail: rowdyjoes@att.net 
Vice President:  Tom Blakeney 
E-Mail: tomblakeney28682@ 

               yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 

E-Mail: glasstron175@hotmail.com 

 
Treasurer:  Gary Alphin        

E-Mail: gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers               

E-Mail: stevenehlers@charter.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 
 
 

UPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
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$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 

 

 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 

(817) 594-2602 

 
 Coupons must be presented at time of service.  Offers   

cannot be combined with any other offer. One coupon 

per visit. 

 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

SAE 
Still need volunteers for the SAE Event March 28 – 30. Please contact Ken Knotts if you can help out. This is a premier event 
that draws international teams and provides insight to some of the most innovative aeronautical designs. 

 

  



 

 

Page 11 | 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Stuff Auction 
Every modeler collects Stuff. Some of it is useful, but most collected Stuff collects dust. Other modelers may need another’s 

Stuff, and new modelers may need it, if only to start their own Stuff collection. Why not try to redistribute our Stuff make it 

more useful, and benefit the club in the process? At our next meeting there will be a Stuff Auction table in the entrance to the 
meeting room. The auction is silent, and members can make their bids during the meeting by signing up on the supplied 
forms. The high bidder when the president announces the meeting adjourned gets the item and he pays the treasurer his 
winning bid. This meeting there will be at least a miniature drill, a gaggle of 72Mz receivers, some old type speed controls and 
----------------. Bring whatever you want that others might use and that will bring money to the club. If it works this time, we 
will do it every meeting. 

 


